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Economic Well-Being

U.S. Poverty Thresholds* by Size of 
Family and Number of Related 
Children Under 18 Years: 2004

*Poverty thresholds are updated yearly by the Census Bureau and used mainly 
for statistical purposes.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2004, “Poverty Thresholds 2004,” available online 
at: <http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/threshld/thresh04.html> as 
of  5/16/06.

Size of  Family Unit

Weighted 
Average 

Thresholds

Related Children 
Under 18 Years

None One Two

One person $9,645

Householder under 65 
years

 9,827 $9,827

Householder 65 years 
and older

9,060 9,060

Two persons 12,334

Householder under 65 
years

12,714 12,649 $13,020

Householder 65 years 
and older

11,430 11,418 12,971

Three persons 15,067 14,776 15,205 $15,219

Four persons 19,307 19,484 19,803 19,157

Percent of Children in Low-Income 
Households Where Housing Costs 

Exceed 30 Percent of Income: 

Nevada, Adjacent States, and the U.S.: 2005*

61%

75%
71%

52%

66%
61%

65%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Arizona California Nevada Idaho Oregon Utah U.S.

*“The share of  children living in low-[i]ncome households where more than 30 
percent of  the monthly income was spent on rent, mortgage payments, taxes, 
insurance, and/or related expenses. Low-income households are households with 
incomes less than 200 percent of  the federal poverty level, as defined by the U.S. 
Office of  Management and Budget.”
Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, Kids Count State-Level Data Online, data 
query, available online at: <http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld> as of  11/15/06.




