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Nevada
The Juvenile Violent Crime Arrest Rate in Nevada from 1999 to

2001 was 258.9 arrests per 100,000 youth ages 10 to 17.  During this

period, there were 1,705 juvenile violent crime arrests. The 1998 to

2000 rate was 273.8.

Of the 25,238 juvenile arrests in 2001, 588 were for violent crimes.

The large majority of arrests were for nonviolent crimes.  For example,

16.4 percent were curfew and loitering violations and 13.4 percent

were larceny-theft. See table on page 71. In 2001, 67.8 percent of all

state-wide juvenile arrests were males.1

Over 26,000 juveniles ages 8 to 17 were referred into the juvenile

justice system during fiscal year 2001. Males were more than twice

as likely to be referred as were females. See table on page 72.

Counties
Carson City and Washoe County had the highest Average Violent

Crime Arrest Rate. Esmeralda, Eureka, Lincoln and Storey counties

reported no juvenile crime arrests.

Significant Factors
Most violent behavior is learned. Some key risk factors for violence

include peer pressure; need for attention or respect; feelings of low

self-worth; feelings of isolation or rejection; early childhood neglect

or abuse; and witnessing violence at home, in the community, or in

the media.2

Definition
The Juvenile Violent Crime Arrest Rate measures the rate at which
youths (per 100,000) between the ages of 10 and 17 are arrested for
violent crimes. In Nevada, juvenile violent crime includes murder,
nonnegligent manslaughter, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.
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Source: CBER calculations from Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles and Public Safety data,
Nevada Highway Patrol Records and Identification Services, 1999-2001.
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Gathered from previous work, The National Center for Injury

Prevention and Control identified the following individual risk factors

for youth violence:3

�  history of early aggression
�  beliefs supportive of violence
�  engaging in antisocial behavior such as setting fires and

 animal cruelty
�  use of alcohol and other drugs
�  being male
�  involvement in serious but not necessarily violent criminal

 behavior
�  bullying other children or being the target of bullies.

Juvenile violent crime peaks between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m., unlike adult

violent crime which peaks at 11 p.m. However, when nonschool days

are considered, the pattern of juvenile crime is similar to that of adult

crime. Juveniles are more likely to commit crime later in the evening

on a nonschool day.4

Aggravated assault and even homicide, involving juveniles as victims

and/or offenders, often result from interactions over apparently trivial

matters, and occur between individuals who know each other.5

*Includes all juveniles that came in contact with the juvenile justice system and does not just
constitute arrests.
Source: Division of Child and Family Services, Juvenile Justice Programs Office, 2000-2001.
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Statewide Arrests by Offense and Age: 2001

Source: Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles and Public Safety, 2001 Crime and Justice in Nevada.
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